The Reading Process 
	Before
Set a purpose.
· What is this novel about?  What predictions can you make?
· What makes it interesting?
Preview the reading.
· What clues does the title give you?  Chapter titles?  Headings?  Pictures?
· What type of text is this?  Fiction?  Non-Fiction?

· Length?  Difficulty?  Vocabulary?

· How is it organized?  Time?  Location?  Cause-Effect?  Order of Importance?  Comparison-Contrast?  Classification?

Plan a reading strategy.
· What is the best reading strategy to use for this text?  Reading Actively?  Note-Taking?  Graphic Organizers?


	During

Read with a purpose.  Look for information that fits your purpose.
1.   Mark or Highlight (Annotate the text) – 

· What is the best way to record the information you are reading?

2.   Ask Questions – 

· Still confused?  What questions do you still have?  Do you need to reread?  Slow down?  Use a different reading strategy?

· What will help you to understand these words?  Dictionary?  Read the sentence before and after the word?

· Are there words you do not know? 

3.   React and Connect - Create some personal connection to the text.

· How does this relate to your own life?  Another text?  Other?

· How does this compare/contrast to things you know?

4.   Predict –

· Were your predictions correct?  Validate your predictions.  

· What other predictions can you make?  

5.   Visualize –

· What picture or visualization is the author “painting” in your head?  What details from the text help to paint this picture?

6.   Clarify -

· What did you learn from what you just read?  What is the main idea?  Can you summarize it?  What conclusions or clarifications can you make?


	After

Pause, reflect or evaluate, and look back to see if you found information that fits your purpose.
· Did I learn what I wanted to learn?
· Can I answer the questions in my reading purpose?

Reread to find out things you might have missed the first time through.

· What do I need to reread for?  What specific detail?

· Does anything seem confusing?
Remember what you learned.
· Did you take enough notes on the important details?
· What graphic organizer will you use to organize your thoughts?

· Can you summarize what you read?



Note:  This tool will help you be more aware of what happens while you read and help you develop good habits you can practice.  Think of the reading process as a road map leading you through different kinds of reading, making sure you don’t get lost (Reader’s Handbook, p. 37).
